
 
 

 

“Why is my marriage in shambles whereas my neighbor Moshe’s is the envy 
of all? What does he have that I don’t?” These thoughts had been troubling 
Yaakov for years until he finally worked up the courage to ask Moshe, 
“What about your marriage are you so ecstatic?” “What do you mean? 
Everything!” responded Moshe, “I could talk for days and not even scratch 
the surface.” “What are you talking about?” asked Yaakov, “give me an 
example.” “Sure!” said Moshe, “Number one, every time I see my wife, I’m 
filled with gratitude over the way she’s dressed. Why? When we first got 
married, I told her that I don’t like the color green and ever since then she’s 
never worn that color. Whenever I see that she’s not wearing green I’m 
overcome with love for her. Number two…” “You can stop right there,” 
Yaakov responded, “If that’s the depth of appreciation you manage to feel 
overs your wife’s every minute action, it’s no wonder why your marriage is 
the envy of all!” 

Though we know Hashem’s love for us is infinite, when we look at our 
humble selves it’s sometimes hard to feel it. Why should He love us so 
much?! It is important for us to remember that aside from the love Hashem 
has for us solely because we are His children, in His infinite kindness, 
Hashem’s appreciation for even the slightest good we do is limitless. This is 
brought out beautifully in the following passuk in Shir HaShirim (4:11): 

“Your lips drip flowing honey, O bride; honey and milk are under 
your tongue, and the fragrance of your garments - the proper 
commandments that pertain to your garments: …the prohibition of 
shaatnez – Rashi - is like the fragrance of Lebanon.”    

For a few seconds before we purchase a suit, we ascertain that it is free from 
shaatnez and then we forget about it. However, the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth acts very differently. He looks down 24/7 at the shaatnez-free clothing 
of each and every Jew and is overcome with love! How sweet is their smell 
for they do not contain the threads that I have forbidden! When we multiply 
this appreciation and love by the thousands of halachic details we fulfill 
constantly, is it any wonder that Hashem’s love for us is infinite?! 
 

 
 


