
 
 

With me [will you come] from Levanon, O bride. When you are exiled from this 
Levanon [Beis Hamikdosh], with Me you will be exiled, for I will go into exile 

with you. With me from Levanon will you come. And when you return from the 
exile, I will return with you, and also throughout the exile, I will be distressed 
in your distress. Therefore, [Scripture] wrote, “With Me from Levanon will you 

come.” When you are exiled from this Levanon, you will come with Me, and 
[Scripture] does not write, “With Me to Levanon will you come,” to denote that 
from the time of your departure from here until the time of your return, I am 

with you wherever you will go and come. (Shir HaShirim 4:8 with Rashi) 
 
In this week’s parshah, we read in the Tochachah: But if, despite this, you disobey 
Me and remain hostile to Me, I will act against you in wrathful hostility; I, for My 
part, will discipline you sevenfold for your sins. (Bechukosai 26:27)  
The above Pesukim seem to describe a king who is filled with hatred for his 
rebellious subjects. However, we know that nothing can be further from the truth. 
Even in Klal Yisroel’s lowest state there is no love in the world that can compare to 
Hashem’s love for us. In fact, all the punishments he brings upon us are only out of 
that great love and solely for our ultimate good. It is for this reason He promises us 
that no matter how rebellious we may be He will never forsake us, as the Pesukim 
continue: 
“Yet, even then, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not reject them or 
spurn them so as to destroy them, annulling My covenant with them: for I, Hashem 
am their G-d. I will remember in their favor the covenant with the ancients, whom I 
freed from the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their G-d. I, Hashem.” 
(ibid. 26:44,45)  
The Zohar (ibid. 115a) describes the dynamics of what is really taking place as 
follows: There was once a mighty king whose son was disobedient. Finally, one time 
after he defied his father, the king said, “All the other times I hit you, you continued 
to flout my commands. From now on, look what I will do. If I send you out of the 
land and throw you out of the kingdom perhaps the bears of the land or the wolfs 
of the land or bandits will attack and kill you. What will I do instead? You and I will 
leave the kingdom together. Similarly, Hashem said to Klal Yisroel: What will I do 
with you?! Behold I hit you and you didn’t listen, behold I brought enemy forces 
upon you and messengers of destruction to strike you and you didn’t heed me. If I 
throw you from the land by yourselves, I fear lest numerous bears and wolfs 
[the nations of the world] will attack and destroy you. Rather what will I do? 
I will leave the land with you and go into exile. This is the meaning of the 
words: “And I will punish you” to make you go into exile… Rather what will 
I do? I too will be with you! And now, even though Yisroel is in exile, 
Hashem is with them and doesn’t abandon them. For when Yisroel will 
leave their exile, Hashem will return with them. As the pasuk (Devarim) 
states, “And Hashem your G-d will return.” 


