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He’s your typical good Jew. Every morning he wakes up early to daven with a minyan in 
shul. Upon completing a heartfelt shacharis, he approaches the Aron Kodesh, kisses the 
paroches, and pours out his heart to the Creator of the world. He says another perek of 
Tehillim in order to merit siyatah d’Shmayah at work and throughout the day. Before he 
leaves shul he returns again to the aron kodesh, kisses the paroches, and “takes leave” of 
Hashem, Who “is left” in shul until Minchah. He begins his day of work talking and 
acting like any other businessman on the street. Hashem, he’ll meet again at Minchah. 
The time for Minchah arrives and he again prays with all his heart to Hashem… but then 
again leaves Him in shul until Maariv… 

The above is how the Chazon Ish described to Rav Elazar Turtzin zt”l the 
seemingly innocent conduct of a typical good Jew that can eventually lead to his 
abandoning Yiddishkeit chas v’shalom! The Chazon Ish said, “This isn’t the 
proper way to serve Hashem. A Jew must take Hashem with him everywhere.” 
The Chazon Ish then continued to describe how this is done: 

Let’s say, when he leaves shul he goes to purchase a pair of shoes. He seeks a good quality 
shoe that will fit him well. He can waste much time searching for the shoes he seeks at the 
right price, He needs siyatah d’Shmayah! He pauses for a moment, turns to Hashem in 
his own words, as a son talks to his father. After all, He went with him to purchase a pair 
of shoes, and he says, “Please, Master of the world! Help me quickly find the right shoes, 
that it should be of good quality and the right price, that the seller shouldn’t mislead me 
etc.”  
The Chazon Ish continued, “A Jew must accustom himself to “live” with 
Hashem, to turn to his Father in Heaven at all times of the day and night. One 
who “leaves” Hashem in shul is one who is at risk of eventually leaving Him 
entirely, G-d forbid!”  
 
(Adopted from the Hebrew sefer “Vihigadetah” as told by the Maggid Rav 
Yaakov Galinsky zt”l)    
 
 


