
INSP IR ING  A  L I FE  OF  MEANING AND CONNECT ION

In this week’s Parsha, the Torah (25:15) warns us to 
make sure that our measurements are exact. The Ralbag 
derives from here the following lesson, “The benefit of 
this Mitzvah is to draw us to act with integrity, and to 
distance us from crookedness.” It is interesting to note 
that the Ralbag does not say that the benefit of this 
Mitzvah is to protect a person from being cheated out 
of his money, which would seem to be the more obvious 
benefit. It seems that this benefit is really not a product 
of this Mitzvah, as everything is in the hand of Hashem. 
If someone is supposed to have something, no one can 
take it away from him. This idea is supported by the  
Gemara that says Hashem does not need us to support 
those that are poor rather the goal of the Mitzvah is to 
merit us. Here too the goal of the Mitzvah is to impact 
a person’s character. Oftentimes, when we engage in 
Mitzvos Bein Adam Lechavero we focus on the good 
that we are doing for others. However, we see from here 
the ultimate goal is to refine our character.

This idea seems to be in conflict with the Ralbag’s 
commentary on the Mitzvah (22:4) of not turning a blind 
eye to your friend's lost item. The Ralbag writes, “The 
benefit of this Mitzvah is for the benefit of society, and to 
acquire the character traits of integrity and caring about 
others.” Based on what we explained above, the Ralbag’s 
perspective is that Mitzvos are not needed to protect 
society. If so, why does he mention over here that the 
purpose of this Mitzvah is to benefit society. Isn’t this in 
the hands of Hashem? 

Perhaps what the Ralbag means when he mentions that 
this Mitzvah benefits society, is not that in this way 
people will get their lost objects back. That is in the 

hands of Hashem. Rather what he means is that 
this Mitzvah will benefit society by creating peace and 
sensitivity in society. Based on this understanding, the 
conflict between these two Ralbags can be resolved. 
They are both referring to the power of Mitzvos to refine 
a person’s character traits. It is clear from above that our 
actions have a profound effect on our character. 

The Medrash in discussing the heroics of Yocheved and 
Miriam in saving the Jewish babies, provides us with 
a strategy to help develop our Middos. The Medrash 
writes about Yocheved and Miriam, “They connected 
themselves to Avraham Avinu, by Avraham it refers to 
him as ‘G-d fearing’ after the Akeida. They said Avraham 
opened an inn and fed everyone who was travelling, 
even those that were uncircumcised. How can we not 
feed these children, and kill them? We will keep them 
alive.”

The Alter of Slobodka seems to explain this Medrash 
that there is a connection between fear and kindness. If 
a person has fear of Hashem he will do Chesed, and if 
he does not have fear of Hashem this will detract from 
his Chesed. This can be explained as follows: If a person 
has a true recognition of the ways of Hashem, which 
causes the highest level of fear, the Chesed will come 
automatically. It seems that if we want to expand our 
Middos we need to increase our recognition of Hashem.

This recognition of Hashem’s Hashgacha and Chesed 
can be seen by the survival of the Jewish people 
throughout the ages. As Rabbi Yaakov Emden Z”L 
writes in his Siddur, “The miraculous survival of the 
Jewish people is greater than the miracles of Yetzios 
Mitzrayim.”
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פתחו לי פתח כחודו של מחט ואני אפתח לכם פתח כפתחו של אולם

“Open for me an entrance the size of a needle head and 
I will open for you like the size of a chamber!” 

All have heard this quote from Chazal encapsulating 
the meaning of Elul. It seems like a beautiful Chazal 
telling us of the kindness of Hashem, Who, despite 
our yearlong rebellion against Him, tells us, “If you 
just make the first move to return to Me, I’ll return to 
you.” However, the source of this quote reveals to us a 
kindness and love so much greater! 
The following Pesukim with the explanations of Chazal 
are its source.
 “My Beloved (Hashem) is knocking” at my door and 
telling me, “Out of my love for you I have come to you 
laden with all that is good, from one end of the world 
to the other, to benefit you. If only you will ‘open up 
for me’ an opening of Teshuvah as small as the tip of 
a needle, I will open up for you gates through which 
loaded carriages can pass.” “My sister, my wife, my 
dove”—Hashem is comparable to the dove, which upon 
identifying her mate does not let him consort with any 
other bird, so too, He will never let me leave Him. “My 
perfect and innocent one, my twin”—just as twins feel 
each other’s pain, so too, Hashem says, “I am with you in 
your suffering.”…! (Then, we too often respond) “I have 
taken off my tunic; how can I put it on? I have bathed 
my feet; how can I soil them?" (Shir HaShirim 5:2,3 with 
Rashi and Medrash)
Hashem doesn’t sit on His throne of glory and tell us to 
just make the first move and he’ll do the rest. Despite 
our sleeping, He comes all the way to our own door and 
begs us to open it just a drop, “like the opening of a 
needle,” so that He can fulfill His greatest desire, the 
purpose of Creation, to bestow upon us infinite reward!
Our lives and those of our families depend upon it.
Will we answer the door…?!

He does not prize the strength of horses, nor value 
the fleetness of men; but Hashem wants those who 
fear Him, those who await His kindness. (Tehillim 
147:10,11)

The Zohar in Parshas Beshalach explains this Pasuk: 
Who are those who fear Him? Those who await, 
anticipate, and ask Hashem for their food every day. 
Rav Yeysei Saba would not set his table with food 
each day until he would beseech Hashem for his 
food. He would say, “Let us not set the table until our 
food is given to us from the King.” He would wait 
some time and then say, “Now is the time, it has been 
bestowed upon us by the King.” This is the way of 
those who fear Him.

We see from this Pasuk that fear of Hashem and 
Bitachon are synonymous. This can be explained 
by understanding “fear” of Hashem in this Pasuk 
as the Rambam (Yesodei HaTorah 2:2) explains 
the Mitzvah of Yiras Hashem: But how may one 
discover the way to love and fear Him? When man 
will reflect concerning His works, and His great and 
wonderful creatures, and will behold through them 
His wonderful, matchless and infinite wisdom, he 
will spontaneously be filled with love, praise and 
exaltation and become possessed of a great longing 
to know the Great Name, even as David said: "My 
soul thirsts for God, for the living God," (Tehillim 
42,2); and when he will think of all these matters, he 
will be taken aback in a moment and stricken with 
awe, and realize that he is an infinitesimal creature, 
humble and dark, standing with an insignificant and 
slight knowledge in the presence of the All Wise.

When one comes to such an understanding of 
Hashem’s infinite power and control of every detail 
in the universe, he comes to the realization that he 
has no one else’s salvation to await for but His!
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