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In this week’s Parsha, we find a fascinating insight 
into the dynamics of the Middah of jealousy. The 
Rabbeinu Bachya says, “The jealousy of Korach 
caused him to be removed from the world. Korach’s 
jealousy and that of all those who followed him was 
regarding the appointments to important positions in 
Klal Yisroel, in which they thought that Moshe made 
these decisions on his own. This can be derived from 
Moshe’s response to them, as he said to them, 'I did not 
do this on my own.' They complained that the Leviim 
were only chosen by Moshe instead of the firstborns 
out of favoritism towards his family. They also said 
that the children of Kehas were only appointed the 
honorable task of carrying the holy vessels, due to their 
closer family relationship to Moshe, as Kehas was his 
grandfather.” 

The Rabbeinu Bachya implies that the critical factor in 
the development of Korach’s intense jealousy was due 
to the fact that he thought that Moshe made this up on 
his own. However, if Korach would have known that 
these appointments were chosen by Hashem, he would 
not have been jealous. This is perplexing and requires 
further clarification. Korach saw his family members  
appointed to positions of honor and greatness, 
positions that he desired. As a family member of 
Moshe he felt left out. Why would the fact that it was 
from Hashem play any role in his feeling of jealousy? 

We can extrapolate from here an insight into the nature 
of jealousy. It seems that jealousy can only fester and 
grow if one's rights to the object of the jealousy can be 
denied. Jealousy can only develop if a person thinks 
that his friend is undeserving of what he has. However 
if a person believes that everything is from Hashem, 
and therefore his friend is entitled to everything that 
he has, jealousy cannot continue to develop. Therefore, 
if Korach would have fully believed that all of Moshe’s 
appointments were not based on family favoritism, 
but rather on Hashem’s directive, he would not have 
been jealous, despite the honor and respect that he 
personally was deprived of. On the other hand, we 
see the extent in which jealousy can distort one's 
thinking. Korach heard Hashem authorize Moshe to 
be his representative, and he knew that Hashem is in 
total control of the world. Yet despite his clarity, in his 
moment of jealousy, he was able to think that Moshe’s 
appointments were based on favoritism.  

The Middah of jealousy can wreak havoc on our lives 
and the lives of others, as our Sages tell us that jealousy 
leads to hatred, which eventually can lead to murder. 
From the above we can learn an important strategy 
in combating this Middah. Through a constant focus 
on the belief that everything is from Hashem, and 
therefore my friend is entitled to everything that he 
has,  the Middah of jealousy will be thwarted from its 
path of destruction. 
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In this week’s Haftarah we read:

“For Hashem will never abandon His people 
for the sake of His great name, for Hashem 
undertook to make you His people. As for 
me, far be it from me to sin against Hashem 
and refrain from praying for you…” (Shmuel I 
12:22,23)

It would seem more appropriate for Shmuel to 
say, “Far be it from me to sin against you and 
refrain from praying for you.” Why is it a sin 
against Hashem for Shmuel to refrain from 
praying for others?

Shmuel’s words can be understood based on an 
understanding of what takes place in Heaven 
when we suffer, as described in the following 
Pasuk (Yeshayah 63:9): “In all their troubles He 
is troubled, and the angel of His Presence will 
deliver them.” The Mishna in Sanhedrin (46a) 
further describes: “When man (this refers to one 
who is sentenced to death in beis din) suffers, 
what expression does the Shechina use? ‘My 
head is too light (a euphemism for heavy) for me, 
my arm is too light (a euphemism for heavy) for 
me.’ If Hashem is so grieved over the blood of 
the wicked that is shed, how much more so over 
the blood of the righteous!”

Though it may be a sin against man to refrain 
from praying on his behalf, it is an even greater 
affront against Hashem, Who feels every one 
of His children’s suffering – even a sinner 
deserving of capital punishment - infinitely 
more!

Last week we quoted the Ramban that said 
that the purpose of all Mitzvos is for us to give 
thanks to Hashem through the performance of 
Mitzvos. Based on this, we explained that the 
praise mentioned in the Tefillah of Nishmas 
which “our organs express to Hashem” is 
referring to the fulfillment of the 613 Mitzvos 
corresponding to our 248 limbs and 365 sinews.

Based upon this understanding we can explain 
the words found further on in this Tefillah: “As it 
is written: ‘All my bones shall say, Hashem who 
is like You? You save the poor man from one 
who is stronger than he, the poor and destitute 
from the one who would rob him.’”

How and why do all of our bones say this 
specific praise? 

The Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 54) says that 
the “the one who would rob” refers to the Yetzer 
Hara, as Rav Acha says, “Is there a greater 
robber than he?” And Chazal (Kiddushin 30b) 
tell us: “A person’s Yetzer Hara overpowers him 
every day…and if not for Hashem’s help he could 
not overcome it.”

Therefore, all my bones shall say, through the 
performance of the Mitzvah corresponding to 
each one, Hashem who is like You? You save the 
poor man from one who is stronger than he, the 
poor and destitute from the one who would rob 
him, the Yetzer Hara! For “If not for Hashem’s 
help he could not overcome it!”
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