
INSP IR ING  A  L I FE  OF  MEANING AND CONNECT ION

In Tehillim (33), the Pasuk states, “Behold Hashem’s eyes 
are turned to those who fear him, to those who await His 
kindness.” The Chofetz Chaim explains that 2 methods of 
approaching Hashem are being presented in this Pasuk. 
One is based on one's merits, and one is based on trusting 
in Hashem’s kindness. As we try to utilize both of these 
approaches during the Yomim Noraim, we need to be 
aware of a possible danger in each approach.

In regards to approaching Hashem with our merits, 
the Gemara tells us that there are 3 things that cause 
a person's sins to be remembered: Walking under a 
dilapidated wall, Iyun Tefillah and giving over a Jew. 
Rashi explains Iyun Tefillah as follows, “He relies on 
his Tefillah and is confident Hashem will listen, and he 
therefore strengthens himself to have proper intentions.” 

This Gemara seems difficult to understand, as the 
approach to Tefillah mentioned in the Gemara appears 
to be correct. Why would relying on my Tefillos as a 
means of Hashem listening to them be problematic? 
We can derive from here that there is a subtle difference 
between relying on Hashem that one’s Tefillah will be 
heard versus one’s Tefillah elevating him to a direct trust 
in the kindness of Hashem. When one trusts that Hashem 
will listen to his Tefillos due to the fact that he produced 
a pure heartfelt Tefillah, he is expressing that Hashem's 
response is because of his own efforts. This self-focus on 
one's merits can interfere with the essence of trust, which 
is a total singular focus on the kindness of Hashem. Trust 
must emanate from a feeling that Hashem will respond 
solely because of His kindness. 

We find this same idea, that one's focus must be 
completely focused on Hashem, echoed by the Meiri 
on the Pasuk, “Do not trust in the wealthy.” The Meiri 
comments that although one may not trust in the wealthy, 
one may trust in Torah scholars. We can obviously 
assume that the Meiri does not mean that one may trust 
in Torah Scholars to benefit oneself. Rather, he must mean 
one can rely on them as the messengers of Hashem. If 
that is the case why can’t we trust in wealthy people as 
well? 

It must be that even viewing someone as a messenger 
of Hashem is dangerous, as we may begin to trust in 
the messenger and not in Hashem. Therefore, one may 
only rely on a Torah scholar as the messenger, as he 
will remind the person that everything is in truth from 
Hashem. 

In regards to approaching Hashem in hope of His 
kindness, the Gemara states as follows, “Rebbi Yitzchak 
says, every year that begins with poverty will end with 
wealth.” Tosfos explains that  the Gemara means that  
through the poverty of the Klal Yisrael their hearts will 
be broken, which will cause Hashem to have compassion. 
It sounds like the primary factor evoking Hashem’s 
compassion is not the severity of the need, but rather 
one’s broken heart. (Perhaps the dire need of the situation 
doesn’t cause Hashem to respond, as Hashem knows this 
is best for you.) From here we see that when we approach 
Hashem and express our needs, we need to be careful 
not to merely present the need. Rather we should allow 
the focus on that need to break our heart. It is this broken 
heart which generates the compassion from Hashem. 
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Why did Priority-1 intiate the 1-Focus Say Nishmas Campaign?
Priority-1 initiated this campaign because we are passionate about helping people strengthen their emunah 

and develop a strong connection with Hashem. We have noticed a wonderful increase in awareness of Hashem’s 

absolute control over the world during the coronavirus pandemic. We want to ensure that the strides we have 

made on a communal level continue even after the crisis ends. That is the sole purpose of this campaign.  
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